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RCN Forum Annual Report 2023
Forum Name: Learning Disability Nursing Forum

Introduction

The purpose of the learning disability nursing forum is to promote and support Registered
Nurses providing care and support for children, adults and older people wherever they
practice.

Learning Disability Nurses and other registered nurses and nursing associates work to
improve the health and well-being and the lives and social inclusion of children, adults and
older people with learning disabilities wherever they may reside. All have key roles in
providing assessment, treatment care, support and education for people with learning
disabilities across the lifespan and supporting other professionals to deliver safe and
effective person-centred care across care settings. The purpose of the Learning Disability
Nursing Forum is to shape and influence national and local policies practice and education
to improve the lives in the health of children adults and older people with learning
disabilities and promote and enable access to all areas of education health and social care.

Membership of the forum
Brief summary on the forum membership:

- Total number of members - 4288

- Number of Facebook members- 2117

- Number of Twitter members - 1893

- The past year has again seen an increase in Forum membership

- Committee membership 2 There was one vacancy on the committee and 3
applications received. The three applications were interviewed, and one appointment
made. The new committee member will take up the role in January 2024

- The remaining committee members have remained in place

Reflections in 2023: Outputs and Outcomes

Jonathan Beebe has continued in the role of professional advisor to the Learning Disability
Nursing Forum. He has continued to support the committee in their work and
implementation of the committee strategy. He has continued to develop and grow networks
across the four countries of the UK..

Sandra Hall has continued as a project coordinator for the forum and the committee and
provides guidance and advice to enable the committee to deliver on the strategy plan on
behalf of members.

The analytics from the website data indicates healthy hits, with over 1500 achieved. The most
frequent pages visited where about the members of the committee. The webpages have
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been kept current and up to date.

The committee has continued to meet six weekly on-line to share and discuss developments
and ensure that the strategic plan is delivered. The committee is positive and supportive of
each other.

History of Learning Disability Nursing

The committee on behalf of members worked with RCN events and the library service to
contribute to the delivery of the history of learning disability series. A series of online
seminars and events were well received, and the exhibition is now being hosted by RCN
Scotland in Edinburgh. Committee members participated in the delivery of the programme.

Congress 2023

Four learning disability nursing committee attended Congress 2023 in Brighton as voting
members. An emergency resolution on the needs of people with learning disabilities and
autism spectrum disorder was submitted and adopted unanimously by congress. This work
was led by committee member Sarah Jackson.
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The committee members have continued to represent members and the Royal College of
Nursing at a range of events and activities. Details provided below.
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