
Qualitative data
Using qualitative data in a clinical trial context

amy.ferry@ed.ac.uk

RCN International Research conference 2019







O
n

se
t 

o
f 

ch
e

st
 p

ai
n

P
e

ak
 c

o
n

ce
n

tr
at

io
n

RCN International Research conference 2019



HOSPITAL ADMISSION

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT

Shah et al. Lancet 2016;387:2289-91

* Retest at 3h if <2h from onset

Development of the High

http://www.clinicaltrials.gov/




Lay networks

NHS 24 consultation

GP consultation







“You know, they 
were…well they were 

confident it wasn’t a heart 
attack and that was it, 
like, you know. I don’t 
know if I still thought I 
could see me having a 

heart attack…” 

“I felt as though nobody 
had done anything to 
help. It was right, you 
can go out, you can go 

home. Nobody had 
helped me because I still 
felt the same as when I 

went in.”

ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ 
an element of 

incompleteness, where 
I felt like it was 

complete this time. It 
felt like it came to an 

ŜƴŘΦέ



• Pre-test information

• Trust

• Clinician-patient interaction
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