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REF assessed the quality of 

research in all UK 
universities, in all 

disciplines. It will be carried 
out by 34 expert panels, 
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�&�K�D�L�U�V

�8�Q�L�W�V���R�I���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W

Prof Moira Whyte 1 Clinical Medicine

Prof  Doreen Cantrell 2 Public Health, Health Services and Primary Care

Prof Hugh McKenna 3 Allied Health Professions, Biomedical Sciences, 
Dentistry, Nursing and Pharmacy

Prof Susan Gathercole 4 Psychology, Psychiatry and Neuroscience

Prof Paul Elliott 5 Biological Sciences

Prof Peter Clegg 6 Agriculture, Veterinary and Food Science



Overall quality

Outputs

FTEx2.5= No of Outputs
Maximum of 5 outputs 
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Definitions and 
guidance

• Criteria of ‘reach 
and significance’.

• Public engagement 
impact.

• Impact on 
teaching within 
and beyond. 

• No of case studies.

• Continuing case 
studies.

• HEI - Upfront 
corroboration. 

Consistency 
with 2014

• Non-portability 
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EHLQJ�RI�WKH�EHQHILFLDULHV�



The criteria for assessing impacts are reach and significance
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�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�W���+�(�,���V��

� Conducted by staff while at the 
submitting HEI(s)- non portable.

� In the relevant UOA(s). 

� Evidenced by output(s) between 1 
Jan 2000 – 31 Dec 2020.

� Impact must occur between 1 Aug 
2013 and 31 July 2020.

� Whether or not underpinning 
outputs were submitted to the 
previous RAEs or REF.

� One or more individuals, teams 
or groups.

� Quality that is equivalent to at 
least two star. Up to 6 key 
references (not all research has 
to be 2*). 

� May have been undertaken by 
Category C eligible staff.

� Can include proxy indicators of 
quality.

�6�R�F�L�D�O����
�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���R�U��

�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��
�H�I�I�H�F�W����
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�P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O��
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q

No particular ‘model’ of impact generation is 
assumed- May be direct, indirect, linear, non-
linear, diffuse, planned, unplanned, etc.

May be a body of work produced over a 
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�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���R�U��
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� 5HVHDUFK�LV�GRQH�
� ,GHQWLI\�VRPH�SRWHQWLDO�LPSDFW�SDUWQHUV�
� :RUN�ZLWK�WKHP�WR�GHYHORS�LPSDFW�

$FWLYH

� ,QYROYH�VWDNHKROGHUV�IURP�'HVLJQ�WR�'LVVHPLQDWLRQ�
WR�'HYHORSPHQW�

� :RUN�ZLWK�WKHP�WR�PDS�RXW�WKH�MRXUQH\�WR�LPSDFW�
� 5HVHDUFK�µZLWK¶��UDWKHU�WKDQ�µDERXW¶��µIRU¶�RU�µRQ¶�
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Phipps, D.J., Cummings, J. Pepler, D., Craig, W. and Cardinal, S. (2016) The Co-Produced Pathway to 

Impact describes Knowledge Mobilization Processes. J. Community Engagement and Scholarship, 9(1): 31-40.
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%XLOGLQJ�D�SODQ�
IRU�LPSDFW�LQWR�
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,QFOXVLRQ�RI�LPSDFW�
DV�D�FULWHULRQ�IRU�
SURPRWLRQ

(Susan Guthrie (2017). Broader Impact: Changing criteria, changing behavior. Rand Europe.)
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KRXUV�DIWHU�VXUJHU\�DLGV�UHFRYHU\�DQG�UHGXFHV�FRPSOLFDWLRQV

� 7UDQVIRUPLQJ�FDUH�IRU�FDQFHU�VXUYLYRUV
� ,QQRYDWLYH�7HFKQRORJLHV�IRU�6WURNH�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
� 2UJDQ�DQG�7LVVXH�'RQDWLRQ��VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV
�

http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/CaseStudy.aspx?Id=40175
http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/CaseStudy.aspx?Id=43851
http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/CaseStudy.aspx?Id=43853
http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/CaseStudy.aspx?Id=43852
http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/CaseStudy.aspx?Id=40173
http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/CaseStudy.aspx?Id=28017
http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/CaseStudy.aspx?Id=28016
http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/CaseStudy.aspx?Id=28015
http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/CaseStudy.aspx?Id=43850
http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/CaseStudy.aspx?Id=40174
http://www.stephenckemp.co.uk/more-4-star-ref-impact-case-studies/
http://www.stephenckemp.co.uk/uoa-3-allied-health-professions-dentistry-nursing-pharmacy-4-impact-case-studies/


Research Impact!
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http://impact.ref.ac.uk/CaseStudies/
https://www.atn.edu.au/siteassets/publications/atngo8.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/rev/article/23/1/21/2889056/Assessment-evaluations-and-definitions-of-research

