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» Older prisoners are the fastest growing group in prisons
across the UK, Australia and the United States of
America

 (House of Commons, 2018; Australian Bureau of
Statistics, 2017; Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2016)

* The'health and social care needs of older prisoners are
complex as they develop long term conditions, such as
dementia, at an earlier age than expected

e (Sharupski et al. 2018)
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Methods:
« focus groups
e audio recorded
 transcribed verbatim

Analysis
 Thematic analysis of data as described by Braun and






 Participants recruited from two initiatives for older
“prisoners over the age of 55, and those with
dementia, including a work group and a social

group
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3 seted in 2017t rough focus groups
(n= 4) with prlsoners (n=11) attending the work
group (n=2) and social group (n=2)

 The participants from the social group were older
and more physically and cognitively impaired than
those attending the work group

» Three themes emerged across both group:
 the need to feel safe
 being provided with a purpose
e prison initiatives should not be aged defined
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| Mtiatives provided older prisoners
W|th a safe haven away from boisterous and

unsettled youngsters
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] \ e suppor and safety of
attendmg groups created and designed for older
prisoners and those with dementia, however also
expressed the need to be integrated into wider
prison initiatives.

 Both the social and work group supported
prisoners with dementia to be active in the prison
setting and not be unduly locked in their cells. The
iImpact of these initiatives beyond prisoner’s
experiences needs to be further explored.



Any gquestions?

Twitter: @DrJoBrooke
Email: joanne.brooke@bcu.ac.uk
Website: https://idcc..orq.uk/



mailto:joanne.brooke@bcu.ac.uk
https://idcc.org.uk/

